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(m7) 
Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


( a)—Police. 


A correspondent of the Sudhakar of the 11th January complains of 
the oppression committed by the police in the 

Police oppression in a villagein Vijjage of Satara mauza within the Thakur 
bia sa cs thana of the Dinajpur district. The raiyats have 


to live in constant dread of the police, The police never comes to the place - 


but it does some mischief or other. The little that is left to the raiyats after 
satisfying the demands of the yaradars 18 ~ fo in getting out of the scrapes into 
which they are brought by the police. The police is like the kite, which never 
unces upon a thing without carrying away at least a slice of it, A Police 
ub-Inspector of that part is all-in-all in the village. The police supports the 
rich in their oppression of the poor. Not only are the complaints of the oor 
unheeded, but they have the greatest difficulty in keeping their skin whole 
even by spending all that they have. If the poor venture to institute any suit 
against the rich, the case is reported as false and the complainants are punished. 
The District Magistrate, who is the ma-bap of the people, is requested to attend 
to this matter. 

2. The Banganivasi of the 11th January has the following— 

It is not known whether under the vigilance 
of the chaukidar’s watch, thieves and dacoits have 
fled from the country, but it is certain that the 
burden of the chaukidari tax is about to make the people desert their homes. 
When Government abolished the system of paying chaukidars by chakaran lands, 
and substituted for it the system of payment in cash, the people did not object 
to the change. But, by and by, the chaukidar was made to give his attendance 
at the thana once a week, and during the whole of the week the villagers saw 
little of their chaukidar, Then came the panchayet system. And people 
thought that, under the control of the panchayet, the chaukidar would better 
— his duty of keeping watch and ward. But, alas, the panchayet kas 

een reduced only to an agency for collecting the chaukidari tax, failure to 
collect which makes his own goods and chattels liable to seizure in satisfaction 
of the chaukidar’s demand of salary. Indeed, the chaukidari tax and service 
as oe have both become unbearable burdens to the villagers. 

3. The Bangavasi of a 1 “ea ay says that though the rigour of 
pores the chaukidari tax has been gradually increasin 
PP ne wl under the new chaukidars are not nowad on found to hed 

ba their duties as efficiently as they used to do before. 
The new Chaukidari Act was passed with a view of improving the chaukidari 
service, Its main object was to bring the service under the control of the 
police, and this object has probably been gained. But the Act has effected no 
improvement in the discharge of their duties by the chaukidars, who continue 
to be chosen from the same class of people as before. Panchayets are from time 
to time subjected to oppression on account of the chaukidars’ salaries, and still 
the latter are not in most cases regularly paid. The official reports, however, 
tell a different story in this respect, as they do in every other matter concerning 
the country’s real condition, The chaukidars are now practically freed from 
every control, for they are now under the control neither of the villagers nor 
of the police. And the consequence has been that the chaukidar’s voice is now 
seldom heard at night. Cases of theft and dacoity are increasing in a direct 
ratio to the rigour of the chaukidari law. 

4. The Dacca Prakdésh of the 13th J anuary has the following about the 

The wow chesbiled eocien: conduct of chaukidars in the Dacca Division :— 
ls See The pay and powers of these chaukidars were 
_ ; y : sed last year, but this increase instead of stimulating their sense 

tuty, has served only to increase their daring and criminal propensities. 
This is clear from the fact that last year 42 chaukidars in the Division were 
convicted of theft and other offences. The chaukidars have to report births 
~ deaths at the thana and to render help at the holding of criminal investiga- 
diac, = gt village. But light as these duties are, the chaukidars failed to 
ge them satisfactorily, and for this neglect of duty 165 of them were 
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unished and 535 dismissed, whilo‘460 were ‘fined by the police officers. In all, 
58-6 per cent. of the chaukidars were punished last year for various offences, 
While the villagers suffer from the consequences of the chaukidars’ shortcomings, 
the power of fining them for these shortcomings rests with the police officers, 
and ‘it is thir (possession ‘and ‘enjoynietit ‘of ‘this ipower which serves 8s an 
inducémént ‘to ‘those officdts ‘to ‘appoitit ‘low caste men as chaukidars. The 
subdrilitidte police officérs'dte in the ‘Kabit' of ‘taking the greater pat of. ‘the 
chitukidar’s salary, atid the chatikiddrs who ‘réfuse'to be cheated of their dues 
in this ‘way ‘cannot ene attendance fepistéred and ‘reports written:down, 
dnd have to do ‘besides begdr ‘work for the ‘thana people. The Lieutenant. 
Goveértior’s order abdlishing ‘the pratiice of deyar'in the:thana:has not yet: been 
piven ‘full effect:to. as 
The censtis reports show ‘that ‘the ‘reports ‘of!births ‘and ‘deaths supplied 


By chiukidars' are absolutely ‘false, and it 1s not difficult 'to'see that ‘their -¢rop 


reports ‘are ‘equally unreliable. And ‘yet ‘Government ‘is subjecting village 
people ‘to great annoyance for the ‘purpose of supporting these useless 

réatures. ‘The writér would,'for the above'reasons, have the ‘chaukidari system 
abdlished altogether, and men'of gentle birth entrusted with the work ‘which ‘is 
now ddne so pérfunctorily by chaukidars. These men may ‘not themselves 
keep watch at night, but they can arrange for the prevention of theft ‘in'the 
village. They can also be trusted to'do the other duties of chaukidars in a far 
more satisfactory'manner. So long as‘'Government does not abolish the present 
chaukidari system, so long'will the writer'be ‘eompelled to bring its imperfec- 
tions to its notice. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


5. The Sansodhini of the 4th January has the following :-— 
mito iia The charge of interfering with their sankirtan 
oS nEregong sanminan Ces’. which had been brought by the'Brahmos of Chitta- 
gong against Mr. Good has been dismissed the Magistrate on the 
strength of the letter which Mr. Good wrote to him. The question now is 


whether an unattested letter like that of Mr. Good’s can be' received in evidence, 


We remember that it was on the strength of ‘a similar unattested letter ‘from 


Mr. Good that a former i et of Chittagong’ sentenced the leaders of a 
Brahmo sankirian party to fine, 


ut that the sentence’ was pronounced illegal by 
the High Court. Mr. Good says in his letter that the 'members of the 
sankirtan party were school-boys, headed by one or two Babus. But we know 
that when Mr. Good got into the midst of the sankirtan party the following 
gentlemen were there:—Babu Viswambar Pal, Amla; Babu Rajeswar Gupta, 


Head Master, Normal School; Babu Harischandra Datta, Proprietor, National 


School; Babu Rajaniranjan Roy, B.a., Head Master, Ertrance School; Babu 


Benimadhab Das, m.a., Teacher, Collegiate School; Babu Purnachandra Das; 


Babu Atulchandra Datta, Clerk; Babu Annadacharan Sen, B.L., Pleader, Judge's 


Court; Babu Kasichandra Gupta, Editor of this paper; Babu ‘ Gurucharan 


Laha; Babu Kailash Chandra Datta, Pandit; Babu Mati Lal Das, Sub- 
Inspector. 


Englishmen know that a sankirtan is a procession like marriage and 
other processions. But sankirfan is a communion with the Deity in yoga 
and bhakti, and Englishmen, who know nothing of yoga and bhakti, are 
incapable of understanding or realizing the deeply religious character of 
sankirtan, Sankirtan is as much an act of religious devotion as religious worshi 
in a church or’ musjid; and if interference with worship in a church or cian 
be an offence, interference witha sankirtan alsois an offence. In fact; the leaders 


of a Hindu sankirtan party at Chittagong were fined some years ago for not 
stopping. music near a church in which religious service was being held. The 
Brahmos were not aware that Mr. Good’s horse’ was a spirited animal, and the 
“sed not ayepered sop —— - But why did not Mr. Good, who knew that his 
a ite & spirited animal, drive away another way when he’ heard the sound 
O Mr. Good! the Bengalis worship the very sam God row j 
and to interfere with their devotion is Antes fe inwult vor Gal O cart 


whether you do justice or not, heaven’ and th le ~~ Care 
must you think from your place in heaven of this agg! |" Christ! what 


( 4) 


6. The Oddru-Mihir:of ‘the 8th January will .express mo opinion .of its 
‘Mr. Radice’s trial-of cases WMacistrate of .Mymensingh, -is disposing of .cases 
against the police. pons at ithe .police, but .must :say ‘that the result 
of these trials hasbeen such as to excite great apprehension in the public.mind. 
No one.is ignorant of the .character.o the ‘Mymensingh police, which the 
Magistrate himself described so | phically:in his last Administration Report. 
It need hardly be pointed out that, under ithese circumstances, Mr. Radice's 
manner of. disposing of cases against ithe Mymensingh police;has made it vastly 
bolder. In no class of cases has the ‘writer :seen.such an extravagant applica- 
tion of.section 560 of the:Criminal.Procedure:Code and of sections 211 and 193 
of the Penal (Code. Who shall :after this dare ‘to report .cases -of police 
ion ? 
iene The Murshiddbdd .Mitaishe poet January says oe gmp ena Monsmrpanap 
: eee . «4 \public:are greatly inconvenienced in consequence . 
orienisal a mn the ror - their ‘eieilsaull eclidian coutts being located .in ters 
Berhampore. different quarters of the town. The, pleaders’ library 
and recreation ‘rooms are near the civil courts, and it: often takes. some time 
before a man can take a pleader from these courts to the criminal courts. 
The: consequence is that-sometimes people .are fined for not being able to, be 
present in the criminal.courts when their cases there are called, and sometimes 
their pleaders .cannot arrive there .until: several \witnesses on one side have 
been. examined. This inconvenience can be :removed.by taking the civil. courts 
to the vicinity of the criminal court-house, and ‘locating them in the Govern- 
ment barrack rooms, many of which are lying vacant. The collectorate 
should also be removed thither. This matter-of the removal of the courts was 
talked over more than once, and the Judge and the Magistrate are asked to come 
to a decision: about it. 
8. The Sahachar of the 9th January refers to the case of Rai Iswari  sammza, 
‘Prasad of Patna, and remarks as follows :— Jan. 9th, 1895, 
Isvari’s .guilt or innocence has yet to be 
proved, but he is already being put to endless 
trouble by being required to follow with his legal advisers the Magistrate of 
Saran now on tour, from place to place. Nobody, of: course, ascribes any 
motive to either the Government or the Magistrate in connection with this 
matter, but surely the arrangement .under which Isvari is being thus harassed 
is afaulty one. He would: have beea spared all this trouble if the Magistrate 
had fixed the hearing of the case against: him for some day when he would be 
at the sadar station. As it is, one is at a.loss to see what Government gains 
by putting a man to such unnecessary trouble. Government-should therefore 
make a rule directing the trial.at head-quarters of all cases like that which 
has been brought against Isvari Prasad. By : calling Isvari a budmash even 
before taking up the case against him the Magistrate of Patna has acted 
very improperly. The High. Court therefore deserves thanks for ordering the 
transfer of the case against Isvari from his file. That the people still receive 
justice is due to the High Court. | 
9. The Vikrampur of te re January: does not page that. a. — VIKRAMPUR, 
| affidavits have been made against . Fordyce, Jan. 10th, 1895. 
atone _- veny therefore he is; really allies ad the charges ae 
in them. It is probable that some persons smarting under. Mr. , Fordyce’s 
administration of justice have made a conspiracy against him,.and that the 
affidavits are the result of such a conspiracy, But in order.to remove all 
suspicion from the public mind in regard to Mr. Fordyce’s: character as a 
judicial officer, the Government of Bengal should make a thorough public 
enquiry into the charges contained in the affidavits. Such, an enquiry is all 
the more necessary, because the conviction has gained. ground in the public 
mind that, under Sir Charles Elliott, executive officers have nothing to fear, and 
even affidavits have lost the importance which was attached to them before. 
Everyboly knows how Ali Hosain’s affidavit against Mr.'Lang of Saran was 
laughed away by the authorities. An enquiry, moreover, will not lessen the 
power or prestige of Government. Those officers who, fearing.such a: result, 
refuse to lisen to the people’s complaint cannot be credited with much common 
sense. .Government’s power and prestige.are: woll known to.the people. As 


The case of Isvari Prasad of 
Patna. 


Surasn DaInix, 
Jan. 14th, 1895. 


( 50 ) 


for the Deputy Magistrates and other officers of Government, they are merely 
its bet and there will be no diminution of the G overnment’s prestige 


_ if it punishes such of its servants as act wrongly or abuse their power. 


10. The Darussultanat and Urdu Guide of the 10th January publishes a 

The Pleadership and Mukhtar. Petition submitted to the Chief Justice of the 

ship Examinations, North-Western Allahabad High Court, comp of the increasing 

Provinces. severity of the Pleadership and Mukhtarship Exam- 
inations in the North-Western Provinces, 

11. The Sulabh Dainik of the 14th January takes the following from the 

Tripura Prakash :— | 

Mr. Beatson Bell again. On the occasion of the horse race at Comilla on 
the last New Year’s Day, Mr. Beatson Bell very rudely treated Babu Rasik Lal 
Sen, a local Deputy Collector. Babu Rasik Lal did nothing to deserve this 
treatment at the hands of Mr. Bell. His only offence was that he stepped up 
to Dr. Francis to make some suggestions as to the way in which the ro 
should be pulled, and for this Mr. Bell twice caught him by the neck and threw 
him off with great violence, so as to cause him to fall on the ground and to 
sustain an injury in his arm. We have learnt from a trustworthy source that 
the Depu Colfector will not bring any suit against Mr. Bell and that he has 
made up mind to pocket the insult. Weknew as much, for what else 
can be expected of a Deputy Magistrate? What cowardice was that the Deputy 
Magistrate of Khulna, Satish Chandra Bose, showed for the sake of his service! 
Mr. Bell has of course expressed sorrow for his treatment of the Deputy Collect- 
or, accompanied him to the doctor’s house after the occurrence, and enquires 
about the progress of his recovery. But what is such sporogy worth? He 
apologized to Keshav Lal too. But how soon has he forgotten his contrition on 
that occasion ! 

Is there no remedy, then, for occurrences like these? We fear there is none, 
for if there had been any, the honour and lives of natives could not have been 
trifled with in this way, and natives would not have been treated like dogs. 
Oppressors are being. promoted instead of being punished. He whose duty it 
is to punish guilty officials shelters them under his protecting wings. Things 
which are considered as offences by the people are not regarded as such b 
Government, or, at any rate, by the present Government. It probably thinks 
in such matters in the following manner:—“ The people of this country are 
apt to exaggerate things, and set down that to evil motives which is really 
done by the officials for their good. There is no preventing accidents, and 
allowances must be made for the failings of temper. Why should the people 
take things done in a momentary fit of passion so much to heart? Mr. Bell 
cannot be blamed for what he has done in this instance. Why did not the 
Deputy Collector see Mr. Bell beforehand ? way did he go to the race in. 
dhuti? A mere spectator and slave as he was, what right had he to take any 
part in the amusements? Is he not aware that he is a foreigner in his own 
country and that there is nothing which he can call his own? It was by mere 
accident that he was pushed by the neck and broke his arm. No one is 
responsible for that.” . 

We, however, fail to understand how a man could be thrice pushed by the 
neck by mere accident. The injury the Deputy Collector sustained was, we 
grant, due to an accident, but was the order given to the police to catch him 
also due to an accident? If the version of the affair given by Rasik Babu is 
true, he cannot expect anybody’s sympathy, and richly deserves the treatment 
he has received. 

The question is, whether the public have not a duty in this connection. 
To let alone all considerations of honour and self-respect, it is imperative 
that they should take steps to save their lives from the fury of a man who is so 
easily irritated. If Rasik Babu had been a weak man, he would have died on 
the spot. The public therefore humbly entreat Government to take steps to 
prevent similar acts of violence on the part of Mr. Bell. They do not want to 
see Mr. Bell punished, for they are not actuated by vindictive feelings, They 

simply wish to save their own lives. 
_ ‘The politeness and affability shown by Mr. Carlyle, the Magistrate of 
Tippera, on the occasion of the race cannot ‘be too highly praised. He showed 
every attention to the native gentlemen on the spot, and made arrangements to 
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enable them to have a good view of the race, When Rasik Babu was thrown © 
to the ground, Mr. Carlyle ran up to him, raised him by the hand, slowly led 
him away, and called Dr. Francis to his assistance. He felt ashamed and 
‘eved at the occurrence. He tried his best to bring about a on 
Fre has even gone to Rasik Babu’s house to enquire after his health. Magis- 
trate like Mr. Carlyle is very rare in these days. He has won the hearts of the 
people of Tippera by his affable and courteous disposition. FNS 
12. The Pratikar of the 11th January says that repeated complaints in tg gem 
: this and other papers about irregularities and %™ ™™ 
The realization of road cess onpressions in connection with the realization of a 
ee, road cess from Jakhirajes have — no effect. In 
the Murshidabad district certificates are being issued in large numbers for the 
recovery of road cess dues, This will result in the ruin of many persons, and 
specially of the joint owners of /akhirajes. Ifin crediting road cess payments 
by joint owners of Jakhiray estates the name of the particular owner or owners 
making the payment were noted down, certificates could be issued against the 
defaulters alone. The writer made this suggestion to the Collector on a 
revious occasion, aud he again requests the Collector to adopt this suggestion 
for the public benefit. 
13. The Sulabh Vainik of the 12th January says that Mr. Fordyce is not  svtasa Dannr, 
disposed to obey the law. He tries cases which he Jan. 12th, 1895, 
oe is not empowered to try and sentences innocent 
ersons to be whipped. One such sentence of his has been strongly condemned 
y the High Court. But this has not brought Mr. Fordyce to his senses. He 
is going on in his old way. | 
Mr. Fordyce has now been accused of corruption—the worst charge that 
can be brought against a judicial officer. The pleaders of Dacca unanimously 
declare that they have charged Mr. Fordyce with corruption, not with a view 
to damage his character, but to maintain the purity of the Bench. The writer 
wishes that Mr. Fordyce may prove his innocence, but it is necessary that there 
should be a strict examination of the charge. 
14. The Sanjivant of the 12th January has the following:— Sansrvant, 
We said that Mr. Beatson Bell deserved to be Jan. 12th, 1895. — 
b sg Sony assaulted forgiven for his conduct in the case of Keshav Lal | 
= _ Mitra, because we knew him to be a truthful and 
1 i noble-minded man, who was a friend of the poor, and who never hesitated to 
ask for forgiveness whenever he did anybody wrong. We then thought that his 
assault upon Keshav Lal was the result of only a fit of temper. But*havi 
received Be following letter from a pleader of Comilla, where Mr, Bell is now 
Joint-Magistrate, we cannot but look upon him as a man not in his right senses. 
The correspondent says:—‘‘On last New Year’s Day various sports and games 
were held in Comilla. The Magistrate, the Joint-Magistrate, the Civil Surgeon, 
the Deputy Magistrate, and about five thousand other spectators were present at 
the place. When the tug-of-war was about to commence, the Deputy Magis- 
trate, Babu Rasik Lal Sen, went up to the Civil Surgeon to suggest how the rope 
was to be pulled. No sooner, however, had he done so, than Mr. Bell came upon 
him, and gave him a number of blows and several pushes, tillthe man was thrown 
to a distance of several feet from where he stood. As the result of this assault, 
Babu Rasik Lal had a bone in one of his arms dislocated. Mr. Carlyle, the 
Magistrate, raised him and placed him on a seat.” 


The correspondent has also informed us that, some time ago, one day, 
Mr. Bell gave a witness in his court a slap on his cheek. 

The above incidents conclusively prove that Mr. Bell is not in his right 
senses. It is not proper, therefore, that Government should remain indifferent 
in the matter and make any delay in taking away from Mr. Bell his judicial 


powers. 
15. The Som Prakdsh of the 7th J anuary has the following :— Bee Saami 
The late University elections. The gentlemen elected as fellows of the Cal- Jan. 7th, 1895. 


as cutta University this year are all lawyers. The 
lection of one or two gentlemen connected with the Education Department 
would have given us more satisfaction. Pandit Rajendra ChandraShastri, Babu 


* § Cegead 


PRATIKAR, 
Jan. 11th, 1896. 


Sops4kaR, 


SaNJIVAN?, 
Jan, 12tk, 1895. 
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Nilkantha Majumdar, and Babu Saradaranjan Roy are all ornaments of the 
Calcutta University, and it is a matter of regret that none of them could get 
elected. We are afraid that so long as elections shall depend upon canvassing, 
as at present, men like these will have no chance of success. At present the 
electors are hampered in such a way by solicitations and recommendations that 
they are unable to vote according to the dictates of their conscience. We are 
sorry to see University elections becoming much like municipal elections. 


16. Referring to Mahamahopadhyaya Mahesh Chandra Nyayaratna’s 
coming retirement from service, the Pratikdr of the 


mp stshamahopadhyays | Mahesh 11th January doubts whether the Sanskrit College 
retirement. yeyarane ss ms will continue to exist in the absence of its present 

Principal and under the present retrenchment policy 
of Government. The cause of Sanskrit learning will also suffer greatly by the 


Mahamahopadhyaya’s retirement. 


17. The Sudhakar of the 11th January is very sorry to see Elphinstone’s 
History of India appointed as a text-book for the 

Elphinstone's History of India 3A, Examination. There is strong objection to 
oo quuuteuete tO being used as a text-hook. It contains 
strong attacks upon the Musalmans in several 

places, and the reading of such a book is calculated to make the students narrow- 
minded. The writer humbly entreats the authorities to see that books containing 
attacks on any religion are not appointed as text-books. Will our feeble voice 


reach their ears? 


18. The Sanjivant of the 12th January has the following :— 

On the 19th July 1894, Dr. Martin, Inspector 
kay ont books for high class Eng- of Schools, Rajshahi and Burdwan Divisions, issued 
ee a circular prescribing a list of text books for all 
schools under public and private management teaching up to the Entrance 
standard, for the year 1895-96. The Inspector of Schools in the Presidency 
Circle Radhika Babu, too, issued a similar circular in December last. The 
action of both officers has been improper and contrary to rule. Now, in its 
Resolution of the 7th January 1883, the Government of Bengal left the power 
of selecting text-books for use in all Entrance schools freely and unreservedly 
in the hands of the authorities of such schools, and so far as we are aware that 
Resolution has not been yet superseded. Why, then, this supersession of the 
Resolution by the Inspectors in question? The Head Masters or the Secretaries 
of the Entrance schools are not even required to select text-books from the 
list which is prepared by the Central Text-book Committee. Considering that 
they have been hitherto allowed so much independence, it is not clear why 
there should now be an interference with their legitimate freedom of action in 
this matter. The teachers or other authorities of even the middle vernacular 
and middle English or lower class schools are not bound to introduce an 
particular book in any particular class of those schools; all that they are 
required to do in this respect being to select some book from the Central Text- 
book Committee’s list and introduce it. It is true that they do not possess 
complete freedom of action in the matter of selecting text-books, still they are 
free to choose some book in preference to others from the Committee’s list. But 
it is strange that the teachers and authorities of high class English schools, 
who are presumably more learned and intelligent than those men, should have 
been considered by the Inspectors unfit to enjoy this small amount of independ- 
ence and to exercise the small power of judgment which is required to discuss 
the merits and demerits of school-books. Are the pundits of vernacular schools 
superior to the teachers of English schools in learning and intelligence ? 


No one school-book can be pronounced decidedly the best book of all, A 
book that is ve by one man is considered not good by another— 
witness tho lists prepared by the Inspectors. What Radhika Babu considers 
the one only fit text-book is considered an unfit one by Dr. Martin, who would 
see another appointed in its stead. It would be simply impudent to say that 
no other officer of the Education Department is as able as these two officers to 
select text-books for use in the Rajshahi, Burdwan, and Presidency Circles, 
here are many books which in point of merit are equal to, or even superior to 
those which have been selected by them. And it is not clear why the former 
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should not be permitted to be read in good many schools in those circles. Such in-— 


justice is possible only in this country. It is, of course, desirable and ne 
that|with a view of facilitating the holding of the Entrance and Scholarship exam- 
inations, and of testing the comparative merits of the candidates, text-books 
should be fixed by the authorities, but it is not necessary that the same books 
should be read in all schools. What is required is that books possessed of the 
same degree of simplicity or stiffness and merit should be read in the corre- 
sponding classes of all schools. It is true. Radhika Babu has said that in private 
and non-aided schools books of equal merit with those mentioned in his list may 
be used. But where is the teacher who will venture to avail himself of the 
liberty thus given and to incur Radhika Babu’s displeasure when he comes to 
inspect his school? 


Man is naturally fond of power. So it is no wonder that Inspectors 
should be anxious to obtain powers which they never before possessed. But is 
it improper to expect that high officials of Government should consider how 
they can do good to the country? How can good school-books come to be 
written if their selection is to be governed by such hard-and-fast rules? Why 
should people spend time and money in writing books if they receive no en- 
couragement? But this encouragement can only be obtained by meanly flatter- 
ing Inspectors and their creatures, and how can men of self-respect stoop to such 
things? Whatever may be the causes which influence Dr. Martin in the selec- 
tion of text-books, self-interest is not one of them. But self-interest to a lar 
extent determines the selection of text-books in the case of Radhika Babu. The 
list of text-books prepared by him includes his poetical selection named Poetical 
Class Book No. II, and it contains a footnote to the effect that it is procurable 
from the Sanskrit Press Depository, No. 20, Cornwallis Street, and elsewhere. Now 
the question is, why is an advertisement of this kind given to this of all books on 
the list? If the book be procurable elsewhere, why is the Sanskrit Depository 
specially mentioned? ‘This leads people to suspect that Radhika Babu has some 
share in, or Some sort of connection with, that rome: 9 The list also includes 
the History of Bengal bY his late brother, Rajkrishna Mukerji; Lower English 
Reader, written jointly by his son, Panchanan Mukerji and the Deputy Inspector 
of Schools, Babu Isan Chandra Ghosh; and Ramer Rajyubhisteka by Babu 
Sasibhushan Chatterji, who is said to be his batbahtka (father of son-in-law or 
daughter-in-law). After these a book has been included in the list of text- 
books for the third class, with the object, probably, of shutting the mouth of a 
certain critic. The list also contains books of another class. There is a saying 
in English to the effect—‘‘,I scratch your back, and you scratch mine.” And on 
this principle, books by Dina Babu, Inspector of Schools of the Dacca Division, 
find a place in Radhika Babu’s list. Dina Babu will after this consider it his 
duty to include Radhika Babu’s books in his own list! Besides books by Dina 
Babu, those by Babu Biresvar Chakravarti and others of the Inspecting Depart- 
ment are included in his list. Praised be this arrangement! Radhika Babu or 
his son has a printing press, named the ‘Hare Press;’ and if a list were of the 
books printed in the press which find a place in Radhika Babv’s list, the 
public would know how Radhika Babu is feathering his own nest by effecting 
the ruin of the country’s authors. One word more and we have done. 
Radhika Babu has not named any Bengali text-book for the third class, or any 
Urdu text-book for the fourth class; he has simply said that suitable text-books 
should be used in those subjects. What a‘favour this? But this incompleteness 
of the list would have been removed by getting some books printed at the 
Hare Press within a day or two and putting them on the list. But even 


the sages sometimes err, and so Radhika Babu too has erred. But then through 
this error he has lost some money. 


19. ‘The same paper sa s that, considering that even Professors holding 

2 Witiaestte! Weenie: h posts under Government are not allowed to be 

i . , appointed University Examiners in the subjects 

which they teach, it is highly improper that Babu Ramprasanna Mukherji, 
Professor of Sanskrit in the 


n the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack, should year after year 
be appointed an Examiner in Sanskrit for all Uriya candidates at all the Arts 


examinations up to the B.A., and should, as such, examine tho papers of his own 
pupils, upon whose results depends his own promotion in the service. 


nae 
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20, The Dainit-o-Samdchér vary ew of the 15th January ogg to Babu 

mear +, annotate Nilmani Mukerji’s appointment to the Principal- 

went te “he Principalahip ct the ship of the Sanskrit College, and observes as 
Sanskrit College. ei a 


Nilmani Babu was a student of the Sanskrit College, and took first class 


honours in Sanskrit. Besides being a good English scholar, he has a thorough 


knowledge of Sanskrit mar, rhetoric, belles-lettres, and philosophy. Heis 
a perfect gentleman, and has been serving with credit in the Education Depart- 
ment for upwards of a quarter of a century. As Senior Professor of Sanskrit 
in the Presidency College, he has given satisfaction to the authorities by the 
manner in. which he has discharged the duties of his office. The Sanskrit 
College is his alma mater, and he naturally feels love and respect for it. It is 
therefore to be hoped that, as Principal of the College, he will try to keep up and 
enhance its prestige. It is not. unknown to Nilmani Babu that the College has 
deteriorated of late. By appointing him as Principal, Sir Alfred Croft has 
given evidence to the public that he has appreciated merit. 


21. The Sulabh Dainik of the 17th January is very glad to see that Sir 
Babu Nilmani Mukerji’s ap- Alfred Croft has selected a proper person to succeed 
intment as Principal of the Pandit Mahesh Chandra Nyayaratna as Principal 
sacks Oclloge. of the Sanskrit College. Nilmani Babu is an equal 
master of Sanskrit and of English, a man of an amiable and courteous disposi- 
tion, and a teacher of 25 years’ experience. No one can object to such an 
appointment. Pandit Mahesh Chandra Nyayaratna, too, is a profound Sanskrit 
scholar, and has no rival in Sanskrit rhetoric. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


22. The Uchit Vakia of the 5th January has heard it said that the 

_ _ Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab has issued a 

a ovat jrexsns municipal circular order to the effect that in the municipal 

— iit elections Hindus shall give their votes only to 

Hindus, and Musalmans only to Musalmans. Does Government intend by 
issuing this order, to set one class against the other. 


If this order is carried out, who will vote for Christians ?—Hindus and 
Musalmans both? Strange arrangement, indeed! 


23. The Sanjtvani of the 12th January says that so long the quarrels 
between Hindus and Musalmans were confined to 
religious matters; but, encouraged by the undue 
indulgence shown them by the authorities, the 
Musalmans are now ea | into quarrels with their Hindu fellow-countrymen 
in political matters too. Everybody knows that the prosperous town of Puna 
in the Bombay Presidency has been enjoying municipal franchise since the 
introduction of local self-government into the country. Up to the last year 
the Hindu and Musalman rate-payers of Puna, acted in Batre But this 
year about five thousand Musalmans of Puna, in a meeting, came to the decision 
that not only Puna, but the whole of Southern India was unfit for local self- 
government, and that, consequently, no Musalman should vote at the next 
municipal elections in Puna. It was resolved that a petition should be 
submitted to Government, praying it to abolish the franchise in the Puna 
Municipality, and requesting that the Commissioners of that municipality be 
appointed by Government, and that six of such Commissioners be Musalmans. 

una town being mainly a Hindu town, the writer fails to see why the 
Musalmans of the place should grumble at the fact of the local Municipal 
Board containing a larger number of Hindus than Musalmans. Do the Hindus 
of such Musalman towns as Lucknow, Delhi, and Agra grumble at the majority 
of Musalman Commissioners on their respective Municipal Boards? It is in 
the hope of gaining official favour for a time that the Musalmans are 

uarrelling with the Hindus, and it is because they are deluded by this hope 
that they fail to see that the quarrels will do as much injury to themselves as 
to the latter. But when their interests will clash with the interests of the 
Europeans, they will feel the precariousness of Government’s favour to them. 


The Musalman rate-payers of 
Puna. 


‘> 
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Banganivdst of the 11th Jan cannot understand why certain §Bivoamvasr, 

- ba : me a for posts of eBid any in the Public Works Depart- (J. 11th, 1806. 
Sarepenns i the Public Works ment should be reserved for Europeans, when by 
Department. the employment of Bengalis in the Accountant- 
‘General and Comptroller-General’s offices, it has been conclusively proved 
that they prove good accountants. No one will venture to say that the duties 
of the reserved posts cannot be discharged by Bengalis. Nor need it be 
ointed out that Bengali accountants can be had on a much smaller salary than 
European accountants. It is because Government will not adopt reforms like 


these, but is bent upon meeting the financial crisis in another way, that so much 
discontent prevails. . 


5. The Banqavdsi of the 12th January says that it is because office Bancavasl, 
' - masters in overseas olds do not know of what 74% 12th, 1806, 
qlhe sradh memorial of the importance the performance of the sradh ceremon 
cael es es eae aes is to their Hindu assistants, and how obligatory it 
is upon them, that they refuse to give them leave to perform it. It is not at 
all likely that they do so with the intention of interfering with the religion of 
their Hindu assistants. They will surely mend their course if the case is 
clearly explained to them, ‘The writer is glad to see that an attempt to explain 
it has been made in a petition which has been submitted to Government. 
26. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandriké of the 15th January fefers to the Danax-o-Samackan 
cae ~ case of Mr. Arthur Rogers, who has been recently jan, 15th, 1895. 
Roce, Usmissal of Mr. Arthur dismissed by Government on the charge of trying to 
| ae foment quarrels between Hindus and Musalmans, 
and makes the following remarks :— | 


Mr. Rogers justly thought that the officials of Government were responsible 


for the recent cow-slaughter riots, for it was their undue indulgence to Musalmans 


which induced the latter to slaughter cows in a way obnoxious to Hindus, 
He was so convinced of the truth of .this view that he asked the Bihar indigo- 
planters to move Government in the matter. It is not known how the Govern- 
ment of India received the representation of the planters, but it is certain that 
the representation had the effect of exciting the anger of the Government of 
“ge And in its impotence to do any harm to the planters, the Government 
engal has vented its anger against Mr. Rogers by procuring his dismissal 
by the Secretary of State through the agency of the late Viceroy. But 
Mr. Rogers’ “‘smissal has brought discredit on the Government of Bengal, the 
Government of India, and the Secretary of State. Government ought to 
clearly explain everything in connection with the case, for an impression has 
gone abroad that all just officials who do not show hatred towards the Hindus 
incur its displeasure. Lord Elgin is, of course, not responsible for Mr. Rogers’ 
dismissal, but his inaction at this juncture will bring discredit on him. The 
Bihar Indigo-planters’ Association should not remain indifferent in the matter, 
for it 1s their petition to the Government of India that has been the cause of 


Mr. Rogers’ dismissal. It will be improper on the part of the Association not 
to take up his case. : 


IIT.—LeEcIs.ative. 


27. The Mihir of the 4th January disapproves of the proposal to Minm, 

‘ The proposal to reappoint Te@ppoint Nawab Syed Amir Hossein as a member /*™ “169°. 
Nawab Syed Amir Hossein to a Of the Viceregal Council. The Nawab is ignorant of 
et of the Viceregal the Bengali language and of the manners, customs, 

_ and social and political condition of the Bengal 
Musalmans. As regards his claims to the appointment, based on the fact of his 
being Secretary to the Central Muhammadan Association, the writer will have 
something 'to say about it in a future issue of the paper. There are among 
the Bengal Musalmans men ‘who are well versed in the different languages 
spoken by their brethren all over India, and who are also conversant with their 
sasiras, and acquainted with their social and political condition. Government 
can if it likes appoint such men as members of the Viceregal Council in the 
Muhammadan interest. But as such men are not likely to raise their heads 
af its bilding, it seems unwilling to appoint them. 


UVourr Vagta, 
Jan. Sth, 1896. 


Cuarvu Min, 
Jan, 8th, 1896. 
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28. The Uchit Vakta of the 5th January says that it seems to be 
| Government’s intention in. amending the - Civil 
The proposed pence ere the Procedure Code to empower Hindu women to live 
ee apart from their husbands. If this amendment 
is passed into law, there will be a serious convulsion in Hindu society, and a 
divorce law will soon become necessary. Some European reformers and some— 
so-called Babus have brought about this proposal for amendment. But it is to 
be hoped: that Lord Elgin will be true to the promise he made at Lahore, and 
will abstain from interfering with the social customs of the Hindus. 
29. The Charu Mihir of the 8th January makes the following sugges- 
hiieieh adie ot t tions Ps Ee eg PP a . at the 
Proposed revision of the amendment of the e 0 inal Procedure, 
ee which are being circulated for the opinion of the 


Local Governments :— 

There is no necessity, so far at least as Bengal is concerned, for extending 
the scope of section 45, by giving to village headmen, appointed as such by 
Government, the power of preserving dead bodies in cases of suspicious death ; 
for cases of concealment of dead bodies in murder and similar offences are not 
frequent in Bengal. Besides, senons “ing 3 that the people in most villages in 
Bengal are illiterate, and are frequently divided among themselves into hostile 
parties, the power proposed to be conferred will certainly be liable to abuse, . 
and will furnish the heatwnen with a means of levying black-mail, as is already 
very frequently done by the police, If, however, it is thought absolutely 
necessary to make the proposed change, then a sufficiently severe punishment 
should be provided for an abuse of the power referred to above. 

As regards the proposed alteration of section 107, in disregard of the 
opinions expressed by both the Calcutta and Allahabad High Courts, the writer 
need only refer to the case reported in I. L. R., Vol. XIII, p. 133, im 
which Mr. Justice Wilson showed by incontrovertible arguments, that it was not 
desirable to apply the provisions of this section to persons who are not within 
the jurisdiction of the officer who applies it. It.is not, im fact, necessary to 
increase the powers of the Magistrates, when the object of the law will be fulfilled, 
and all probable disturbances averted, by binding down by securities only those 
who are within the jurisdiction of the Magistrate who fears such a disturbance. 
There is at present no appeal from an order under this section, the District 
Magistrate alone having power to excuse a man from the necessity of furnish- 
ing securities and recognizances. Such an order should be made appealable to 
the District Judge. 

The proposal to make those who abet or harbour thieves, liable under 
section 110 is calculated to produce mischief, unless a clear definition is given 
of what is to be understood by abetment and harbouring. As the Indian 
Evidence Act has almost no application to the section, the absence of such a 
definition will certainly lead to the oppression of innocent persons. A provision 
of the law which pars to interfere with people’s liberty cannot be laid down 
in too explicit and unambiguous terms. The object of section 110 is to correct, 
and not to utterly ruin persons possessed of criminal tendencies. But if the 
pn pag amendment is passed into law, this class of men will have noalternative 

ut to seek shelter in jail, for even their own relatives will hardly dare to give 
them shelter, and nobody will have the courage to give them employment. 
Such a punishment, instead of correcting such men, will aggravate not onl 
their own criminal tendencies, but also the criminal tendencies of those who 
depend upon them for their livelihood. An appeal from an order under this 
section should also be made to lie not to the District Magistrate, but to the 
District Judge. An appeal too, in this connection, under section 122 should lie 
to the District Judge. The determination of the question whether an 
securities which are furnished are sufficient or not often depends on the opinion 
which is expressed by the police. It is desirable that Magistrates should be given 
the power of calling for evidence when the sufficiency or otherwise of securities 
is doubted. 
The committal of certain offenders for trial under section 195 clearly 
depends on the previous sanction of a particular Court. When such sanction 
has been given, it cannot be nullified by an order of even a higher court. But 
if, under section 137, the trial of the prisoner has been concluded previous to 
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ini ch sanction, the trial will not be vitiated on that ound. This 
a aaa the two sections should be removed, Much co on has also 


isen in connection with the recording of the accused’s statements. Taking the 
High Court’s rules as the basis, clear and definite provisions should be laid down 
in this behalf. | a : sis tts we 
oS Under the existing law, the trials of persons charged jointly under sections 
193, 194, 195, 204, or 211 of the Penal Code are held separately. It has been 
that this causes much loss of time and other serious inconvenience; and a 
proposal has been made to hold the trial of such persons jointly. The reason 
assigned for making the proposed alteration is nothing compared with the 
importance of the matter at stake, namely, a fair and just trial of the accused. 

The manner in which the whipping sentence is now carried out is 
extremely rude, and fails to serve any beneficial purpose, This sentence should 
be passed only in the case of juvenile offenders, and especially of those found 

ilty under sections 175 and 176 of the Penal Code, and it should be carried 
out in the manner in which whipping is inflicted on school-boys. | 

Paragraph 26 of the Letters Patent has invested the Advocate-General 
with the power of getting a retrial in the case of a person convicted at the 
High Court Sessions. But this power is seldom exercised on behalf of the 

ple. Government now proposes to secure a corresponding power of appeal 
in cases in which the accused are acquitted at the High Court Sessions. 

Though this will increase the power of Government, it will detract from the 
High Court’s prestige in the eyes of the people. In the High Court it is not 
only an experienced Judge who disposes of cases at the sessions, but that Judge 
ig assisted by an efficient jury. Under these circumstances, and considering 
that the Congress is agitating for the abolition of the power of appeal even in 
similar cases in the lower courts, the people of the country are not in favour 
of the proposed change. : 

Relying on police reports, Magistrates sometimes commit persons for trial 
for instituting false charges. But asthe committing Magistrates generally arrive 
at foregone conclusions in regard to the accused in these cases, it isnot desirable 
that the cases should be decided by the committing Magistrates themselves. 

It is tnot desirable to provide for the realization of the amount of a secu- 
rity from he heir of a deceased surety, because such a provision will involve 
the heir in great hardship when he inherits no property. 

The Magistrate should be given the power of releasing property which is 
distrained by mistake, under the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code, as 
the property of an accused person. 

_ Compensation is now given in a large number of cases to complainants under 
section 560. An order under this section passed by a Magistrate of the second 
or third class is always Lape. but not so the order of a Magistrate of the 
first class. An appeal should always lie from an order made under this section 
even by a first class Magistrate. | 

Parties suffer greatly owing to there being no appeal to the District Judge 
from an order under section 145, A right of appeal ought to be given in a 
serious matter like the one involved in a case under this section. Also provi- 
sion should be made for releasing attached property when the parties come to 
an agreement. 

In the proposed section 9A, the words “the Magistrate in charge” should 
be substituted for the word “ Joint-Magistrate.” 


30. The Sulabh Dainik of the 11th January has the following :— 


. The Hon’ble Mr. Stevens, Senior Member of 

Mr. 
tanidaine Geaan the Imperial the Board of Revenue, is not narrow-minded like 
Te the present race of civilians. With greater interest 
and influence, he could have by this time risen still higher in the service. 


During his short tenure of office as Officiating Chief Secreta 


; ry to the Govern- 
rng i r bose ail his beneficent measures, a popularity which very 


yS have been able to earn. With all his faults, Lord 
Lansdowne was an appreciator of merit, and he therefore selected Mr. Stevens 
out of the whole Bengal Civil Service to serve as an additional member of his 
Council. It is no common proof of independence in an official member to give 
expression to his independent views and to express them in the presence of 
the Viceroy. Mr. Stevens showed this independence on the occasion of the 
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debates on the Consent and Tariff Bills. We thought that Government would 
show a singular want of the power to appreciate merit if it did not honour a 
high officer like Mr. Stevens with some title. We are glad that Government 
has made Mr. Stevensa C.8.I. Mr. Stevens is worthy not only of this’ title 
but of knighthood. After the debate on the Tariff Bill we were convinced that 
Lord Elgin would give evidence of, the liberality of his views by honouring 
Mr. Stevens. But we are rised to learn from the Statesman that 
Mr. Stevens will not be reappointed after the expiry of his term of office as an 
additional member of the Council. As his term of office will soon expire, 
Mr. Pherozshah Mehta will be the only man in the Council whom the I ndians 
can expect to represent their views in the Council. We do not know in what 
terms to thank Mr. Stevens for his espousing the cause of the poor Indians, 
We hope that Lord Elgin will entitle himself to the gratitude of the Indian 
people by reappointing Mr. Stevens as a member of his Council, and we ask our 
contemporaries to make a similar request. 
31. The Bangavdst of the 12th January has heard that the Arms Act 
will be soon amended, but does not know what 
,bumoured amendment .of the ¢5rm the amendment will take. The Government 
of India has probably come to see, from the results 
of the cases under the Act disposed of by the law courts, what oppressions are 
committed in the mufassal in carrying out the provisions of the Act, 
The Act is a proof of the Government’s distrust of its subjects, and the more 
its stringency will be increased, the greater will be the alienation of feeling 
between the subject-people and their rulers. It is hoped that Government 
will bear this in mind in making the amendment in view. The people of 
India are living in comparative security under British rule, and it is for that 
reason that they wish its continuance. The rulers can please everybody 
and protect every interest if, bearing this fact in mind, they rule the country 
with a view of doing real good to its people. 
82. The Dainik-o-Samézhdr Chandriké of the 14th January thinks that 
RE eee ma Lee the passing of the Indian Cantonments Amendment 
Amesdnent Bill, SS”~SCBSill. im its present form will lead to great injustice 
| and oppression. Sir Dennis FitzPatrick’s argue 
ments against the measure are unanswerable. Both Lord Elgin and the 
members of his Council ought to show independence on the present occasion, 
Surely they will not have to starve if they have to resign their offices. Govern- 
ment will probably be defeated over the measure, and an intimation to that 
effect has been sent to the Secretary of State. The Medical Congress has also 
sent a protest on the subject. Mr. Fowler will bring about a crisis by persisting 
in his zid regarding this measure. If the Bill is passed in its present form, it 
will become the duty of all the European doctors in India to resign ; and if they 
do not resign they will prove themselves cowards. 
33. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandriké of the 16th January says that, 


when at the suggestion of the English purists 
phe, Indian po emonments Act ond in disregard of the protests of to vondead 
millions of Hindus, Lord Lansdowne passed the 
Consent Act, the writer pointed out that if the Government of India passed 
that measure, it would have to pass many similar measures at the suggestion 
of the English ~~ le. ‘The prediction has been fulfilled, and the mischief that 
was done by Lord Lansdowne has now borne fruit in the time of his successor, 
in the shape of the Cotton Duties Act and the Indian Cantonments Act Amend- 
ment Bill. The Government under Lord Lansdowne made a surrender of its 
independence, and the result has been that it is now distrusted and insulted at 
every step by the home authorities. 

_ Lord Elgin and his Council should have protested against the Cotton Duties 
Bill, and if their protest was disregarded by the Government in England 
should have resigned. But aa did neither; and the last and most serious 
blow at their independence has therefore come in the shape of the Cantonments 
Bill, which has been framed in England, and which proposes to deprive the 
Government of India of the — of making rules under the Act, and offers 
@ gross insult to all military doctors. The Bill has not only astonished but 
frightened all military commanders and doctors, and even the officials. The 


Anglo-Indian newspapers are now venting their displeasure against the English 
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purists; but the conductors of these papers should have known better when 
they supported the Consent Bill, 

When passing the Cotton Duties Bill, Lord Elgin asked his Council to 
sacrifice its conscience and pass the measure. Will His Lordship lay a similar 
injunction on the members in connection with the Cantonments Bill too ? 

And has his acceptance of the office of Viceroy so far destroyed the 
manliness of the descendant of Robert Bruce that he has felt no humiliation in 
having to sacrifice his independence? Probably not. It is therefore hoped 
that at least in connection with the Cantonments Bill the Viceroy and the 
members of his Council will act with the independence which is their right. 

34. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandriké of the 17th January makes the 

following remarks in connection with the new 
cuhe new Presidency Small Cause Presidency Small Cause Courts Act:— : 
ee The option givén to the plaintiff, the subject- 
matter of whose suit is valued at more than Rs. 1,000 and less than Rs. 2,000, 
of instituting the suit either in the Small Cause Court or in the High Court 
will enable rich plaintiffs to harass poor defendants; and vice verad, the 
privilege given to the defendant in such a suit to have it transferred, at his 
option, to the High Court, will enable rich defendants to harass poor plaintiffs. 
It is strange that the Legislature did not see this. 

Has the above provision been made with the object of increasing the work 
of the Original Side of the High Court, and meeting, in that way, the objections 
of those who see no necessity for the existence of the Original Side? The 
Original Side of the High Court is vested with the same jurisdiction as was 
possessed by the Supreme Court before the High Court was established; and’ 
the Supreme Court existed under circumstances which have ceased to exist with 
the adoption of a uniform system of administration of justice throughout the 
province. There is therefore no necessity now for the original jurisdiction of 
the High Court. 

It is only the barristers and attorneys who will profit by the above provi- 
sion. The Finance Comniittee, which was held under the presidency of Sir 
Charles Elliott, hinted that there was no necessity for the existence of the 
Original Side of the High Court. How isit that Sir Charles Elliott has forgotten 
all that now? , 

The Indian Daily News advocates this change in the law by saying that 
the disposal of a case in the High Court will enable the winning party to get 
more costs than he could obtain in a Small Cause Court. 

The barristers and attorneys are already in ecstacies over this amendment; 
and the Indian Daily News is advising the Chief Justice to appoint three Judges 
to the Original Side. The new law will benefit the profession and all rich 
plaintiffs and rich defendants, and place poor suitors in great difficulty. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


35. The Mihir of the 4th January is glad to see the honour of knighthood 
conferred on the Finance Minister, Mr. Westland, and 
expresses greater satisfaction at seeing the late Law 
Member made Sir C. P. Ibert. The people will for ever sing his praises. The 
writer 18 also glad to see Fuzulbhai Vishram honoured with a title, for no 
worthy and competent Musalman like him ever sat in the Viceregal Council. 
36. ‘The same paper writes as follows on the subject of the Puna riots :— 
— | The editors of some of the Bengali newspapers 
salt tha Mahesh Se Binal nots have called the writer of the Zimes newspaper article 
on this subject an enemy of the Hindus, but he is, 
as a matter of fact, very well-disposed towards them and is well-versed in their 
dharma sastras. It is his article in question that has won for him the epithet of 
anti-Hindu. In his books he hasin many places given expression to deep 
hatred against the Musalmans, and the ih wana will not thank him now 
because he has found out the true cause of the Puna riots. They always 
respected him in the past, and they will respect him in future. Thanks to their 
lot, the Musalmans now find themselves in a very humiliating position. But 
because they are in such a position, it will be contrary to every dictate of 
humanity to subject them to oppression and ill-treatment. ‘The Hindus, 
however, do not seem to understand this. There were Hindu leaders in eve 
one of the riots between Hindus and Musalmans which took place in the 
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Bombay Presidency. In the riots in the Sitara district, the head master of an 
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Enclish school, a Municipal Chairman, a Municipal Commissioner, and a judicial 
officer au eaten to another place the one were a retired Govern- 
ment officer and a Municipal officer; while in the Puna riots a man holding a 
jagir from Government has been proved to have been the chief leader. ‘T'hese 
men were all Hindus, and yet they will say that the Musalmans were the first 
to begin the quarrels. According to the Sahachar newspaper, the Musalmans 
consider it a meritorious act to propagate their religion by the sword. Now 
this statement. is absolutely without foundation, for the propagation of Islam 
by force is expressly prohibited .in the Koran; and no one was, as a matter 
of fact, ever forcibly converted to that religion. Islam used force only in 
extirpating idolatry from Arabia in the same way as it used force in 
suppressing i drunkenness, and adultery. The writer in the Sahachur 
has apparently no knowledge of the religious books of Islam, and yet he has 
discussed matters touching that religion, with the object probably of exciting 
the hatred of his poner, Beye Ir against the Musalmans. According to him, 
asthe Emperor Akbar was a very kind-hearted man, he refused to behead 
Heina, who was a Hindu, but simply touched his head with his sword, with the 
object of becoming a Ghazi. From this it is clear that the writer does not know 
that the word Ghazi means a person who fights with an unbeliever for the sake 
of the true religion. As regards this story, it is not to be found in Firista’s 
History of India, which is admittedly the most reliable history of the country 
that was ever written. And if the writer had read Firista he would not have 
made the above statement, unless it was his object, like that of a number of 
Hindu and Christian writers, to excite hatred against the Musalmans by means 
of false statements. : 
87. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 8th January is glad that Babu a 
ies ci: thei Manan kinkar Sen, Government pleader of Burdwan, has 
Rai Satyakinkar Sen, Bahadur. been made a Rai Bahadur. Government: officials 
have always held a very high opinion of the legal knowledge and intelligence 


of this gentleman. His moral character is also exceptionally pure, and the 
honouring of such a man by Government has given great satisfaction to the 
local public. 


38. The Charu Mihir of the 8th January is glad to see the names of 
Messrs. Ilbert, Visram, and Stevens and Babu Dur- 
gagati Bonerji in the New Year’s Day honours 
list, but regrets that Government has not yet done justice to its titles by con- 
ferring them upon such deserving persons as Mr. W. C. Bonerji, Dr. Mahendra 
Lal Sircar, Mr. M. Ghose, and Babu Rash Behari Ghose. 
89. The Sahachar of the 9th January refers to the last meeting of the 
Congress and remarks as follows :— 
The Congress has not made any unjust demands. 
All its demands are prompted by a desire to see the pledges contained in the 
Queen’s Proclamation given effect to. To the people of India this proclamation 
is even more valuable than the Magna Charta is to Englishmen, for whereas the 
Magna Charta is the result of a serious misunderstanding between the king and 
the ae, the proclamation has been signed by the Queen-Empress of her own 
free will and in the name of God. In it the Queen has prayed to God to give 
her = to redeem her pledges. The object of the Congress will be gained 
if these pledges are redeemed. The people will therefore revere those officials 
of Government who will help them in gaining this object. The officials call the 
ople disloyal and ungrateful, simply because their acts are adversely criticised 
in the native press, but the writer can assure them that this adverse criticism 
is directed only against those officials who throw obstacles in the way of the 
Queen’s Proclamation being given effect to. Lord Lansdowne could not earn 
the gratitude of the people because he denied the necessity of giving effect to 
the proclamation. But a worse Governor-General even t Lord Lansdowne 
clearly said—“ We are cheating the people by not yet giving effect to the procla- 
mation.” Even Lord Lytton, the worst Governce-General of India. Was Conscious 
of the shortcomings of Government in this matter. After him, Lord Dufferin, 
though an astute politician, received the members of the Congress with kindness 
and courtesy. As for Lord Ripon, a better Governor-General never came out to 
India. An these men have been able to win the love and respect of the people. 
Lord Lansdowne’s unpopularity, on the other hand, is due to the attempt he 
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The Congress. 


( wm 
made to deprive the people of India of their just rights. The public now see 


that the Congress does nothing improper, and puts forth its demands in a legal, 
~ constitutio manner. Those lo-Indians, therefore, who oppose its 


demands are not the well-wishers of India. It is to be hoped that these false 
friends of British rule will be able to sée their mistake. 

40. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 9th January refers to the recent 
distribution of the New Year’s honours and 
remarks as follows :— 

There has been no departure from the policy which is followed in distribut- 
ing these honours, and a large number of them has gone as usual to Government 
servants. It seems from this that Government is slow to appreciate merit out- 
side the circle of its officers. In the district of Murshidabad, only one man has 
been honoured with a Rai Bahadurship, but it is hoped that in future Govern- 
ment will, so far as that district is concerned, show greater appreciation of merit 
than it has done this year. 


The New Year's Day honours. 


41. The Samvad Prabhakar of the 10th January has been astonished 
: at the proceedings of the meeting which washeld at 
Pa Sanitary Meeting at Belve- Belvedere with the view of taking steps to establish 


a society for effecting an improvement in the health 
of the people of the country. The more the condition of the country is becom- 
ing miserable, the more is it being beset with foreign evils. To regain national 
health with funds raised by subscription may be a practicable course for a 
civilised people like the English to take, but it will not be a practicable course 
for the poor people of this country. The sympathy which Englishmen are 
expressing with the natives in this respect will do the latter more harm than 
good. For a poor country like India to raise subscriptions for sanitary improve- 
ment means the withholding of so much food from the people. Unfortunately 
few people appear to understand this. ‘The people of the country seem to lose 


all sense of right and wrong when they get an gb gr kang of signing their 
names in a subscription list opened by Europeans. As for those who are the 


ma-bap of the people, it is they themselves who have inaugurated the scheme. 
42. The Darussalianat and Urdu Guide of the 10th January says that the 
real grievance which the Mecca pilgrims now suffer 
are (1) that the shipowners take on board a ship 
as many passengers as they can get ; (2) that the quarantine island where the 
ilgrims have now to undergo quarantine has an exceedingly bad climate that 
oes not at all agree with the Indian pilgrim’s constitution ; and (3) that the 
dalais of the ship companies rob the pilgrims, by numerous tricks, of all their 

money. 

But it is not probable that the Government of India will take upon itself 
to remove these complaints. It is most probable that, in reply to the Secretar 
of State’s rig on the subject, it has assigned the same cause for the post 
of epidemic diseases among pilgrims which the Medical Congress has assigned 
for it, namely, bad sanitation of Mecca and Medina, at which latter place goats 
and camels are slaughtered in large numbers by the pilgrims 

There will be no wonder if the Secretary of State, accepting the view taken 
by the Government of India, should forbid the Indian Musalmans from under- 
taking pilgrimages to Mecca. But such a prohibition, interfering with the 
Musalman’s religious duty of haz, will be surely looked upon as an act of 
despotism on the part of the Government. 

43. The Pratikur of the 11th January is glad at the conferment of the 
a * ne , a adur . ate Hari Krishna 

ajumdar of Islampur in the Murshidabad district. 
44. The Sudhakar of the 11th January jul that Maulvi Muhammad 
The titles conferred upon Ilahadad, 2nd Maulvi of the Calcutta Madrassa, 


Maulvi Muhammad Ilahadad 
Rai Dargagati Banerji m8 Hayy though a very able man, had not been so long 


The Mecca pilgrimage question. 


A New Year’s Day honour. 


writer is glad to see that the title of Shams-ul-ulama has thistime been conferred 
upon him. Government has in this instance honoured a really deserving 
person with a title. The writer is also glad to see the Collector of Calcutta 
and oageretendens of Excise, Bengal, Rai Dargagati Banerji Bahadur, made a 


c.1.E. The Rai Bahadur is fully deserving of this title. He is not only an 


able officer but also very courteous in his dealings with the public. 


honoured by Government with any title, and the 
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45. The Bangavast of the 12th January has the following :— 


A good many medical and non-medical men 
The Sanitary Meeting at Bel- were present at the sanitary meeting at Belvedere, 
wee but no kavirajes were present, for they are an 
uncivilised, aboriginal set of people. The deliberations of the meeting were 
commenced by Dr. Hart, who came from England. His first mistake was the 
comparison he instituted between India and England. He said thatin England 
the people did not depend upon Government in these matters, but themselves 
attended to their sanitary needs. But Dr, Hart forgot that England and India 
are not in the same position ; that India is a dependent country, while England 
is independent ; that the Indians are a lifeless people, while the English oT 
are full of vigour and vitality ; that India is poor, while England is rich. Was it 
fair, under the circumstances, to compare India with England? And is it fair 
to expect the same independent line of conduct from the Indians as from the 
English people ? | 
The next point urged by Dr. Hart was that steps should be taken to 
instruct the people in the principles of sanitation through the medium of books 
and pamphlets. This proposal, too, betrayed the Doctor’s complete ignorance of 
the condition of this country. Does he know how many people in a village 
in this country can read and write? And supposing that everybody knows how 
to read and write, how many will be able to carry out the instructions that they 
will receive in books ? 


The Doctor advised the people of this country to drink boiled water, 
both in health and in sickness. It is for scientific men, who have made the 
properties of things their special study, to say whether it will do good or harm 
to the normal human system to drink water which has been boiled, and is not, 
therefore, in its normal condition. As for boiled water being good for sick 
persons, the fact has been known, and boiled water has been given to sick 
persons in this country from time immemorial. 


It was pleasant to hear the advice about breathing pure air, avoiding over- 
crowding, keeping clean, &c., but may it be asked who will supply the money 
that will be required to carry out all this advice? It is therefore necessary 
that Dr. Hart and others who have joined the movement should first point out 
to the people the means by which sufficient money can be earned for effecting 
sanitary reforms. If they do this, they will act like true friends of the 
country; otherwise, only pity will be excited in the public mind to hear even 
the authorities talk irrelevantly and like men ignorant of the real condition of 
the country. 

Sir Charles Elliott, as the leader of the movement, Prspenee three resolu- 
tions to the effect that, in order to carry out the object of the meeting, attempts 
should be made to disseminate a knowledge of sanitary science among the 
people, both male and female, and that only ladies, European and native, 
should be employed in this work. The Lieutenant-Governor has suggested 
the employment of female agency alone, probably in the belief that the work 
will be better done by such an ory b But the proposal has alarmed the 
writer. It is well known what mischief the Zanana Mission ladies and their 
native disciples are doing under the pretext of imparting education. And it is 
difficult to guess what mischief will be done by a similar class of ladies getting 
access into Hindu and Musalman homes on the plea of imparting sanitary 
instruction. It is more than once that Sir Charles Elliott has in his official 
— gape publicly spoken in favour of the Christian religion in this country. 
Who shall, therefore, aay that the proposed scheme of introducing English ladies 
into native zananas on the plea of sanitary instruction is not really meant to 
create a fresh agency for the propagation of Christianity ? | 

The meeting was held under the leadership of the Lieutenant-Governor 
and in his own residence. Was it proper for Dr. Gregg, at such a meeting, to 
allude to the Hindu god Krishna and the Hindu goddess Kali? If Dr. Gre g 
had been a missionary, and had applied the epithet ‘ blood-thirsty’ to the Hindu 
goddess Kali, in the course of a roadside sermon, no one woul certainly have 
objected to that. But was the language in which the Docter spoke of Hindu 
gods and goddesses suited to the place and the occasion? Will language like 
that attract the Hindu’s sympathy in favour of this movement? Language like 
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that fills the Hindu mind with horror, and makes him exclaim “ O ruler, is this 
your darbar?” ey 

46. The same paper has the following on the same subject :-— 

The Lieutenant-Governor and other influential 
Europeans have raised the cry of sanitary improve- 
ment. The object is good. But have not these gentlemen ever heard from 
doctors that the health of the body is inseparately connected with, and depends 
upon, the health of the mind? If not, they should attend to what an eminent 

ysician like Sir Joseph Fayrer said on the subject on a recent occasion. If, 
then, it is taken as true that a: sound body is impossible without a sound mind, 
the people who are trying to improve the bodily health of the Indian people 
should first try to give them healt ' | 
health of body, or all their attempts to improve the latter will be in vain. And, 
in order to secure health of mind, it is necessary that the people should be freed 
from the terrible anxiety of the struggle for livelihood, for nothing unsettles 
the mental health so much as an empty stomach. If the inaugurators of the 
movement can do this, it will be understood that they have devoted themselves 
heart and soul to the work, otherwise the movement will be looked upon asa 
mere fad. 


47. The Sulabh Dainik of the 16th January takes the following from the 
Mitavadi and puts it under the heading ‘‘ A serious 
mistake ”’:— 
Though Dr. Hart mixed with native doctors in the recent Medical Congress, 
it is clear, from what he said the other day at Belvedere, that he has not yet 


been able to divest himself of the notion that the Indian people are ignorant 
and uncivilised. 


We are not going to state here what the distinction is between civilisation 

and the want of it. Nor have we space to discuss whether we or the English 

eople are civilised. The only thing to which we will allude here is the 

aclidenns'e ignorance of this country, and the errors to which he is led by 
that ignorance. | 


At the meeting at Belvedere, Dr. Hart dwelt upon the natives’ ignorance in 
matters of hygiene, and concluded by advising both native males and females 
never to take milk or any other drink unboiled. But to teach such a truth to 
the Indians is like teaching one’s grandfather how to speak. The fact is that, 
although Dr. Hart may be a learned and good physician and well acquainted 
with everything connected with his own country, he is absolutely ignorant of 
India. 


It has been resolved at the meeting to constitute a Committee for teachin 
the people principles of sanitation, And when Lady Elliott has taken the 
Committee under her patronage, there can be no doubt that it will attract large 
subscriptions. ‘T'he public will surely subscribe largely to such a fund, but 
many people would like to know what sum has been subscribed by him who, 
in his sympathy with Indian women, has established this Committee. 


Let it be hoped that India’s money will not be wasted on this movement— 


@ movement which, it is to be feared, has been set on foot for filling the pockets 
of European ladies and gentlemen. 


The sanitation movement. 


The sanitation movement. 


Urrya Papers. 


48. The Utkaldipika of the 8th December has reason to believe that certain 
OAT Sub-Postmasters in the interior of the Cuttack 
district. district charge stamped letters on whose cover- 
| stamps cross-black lines are given as bearing letters, 

though the drawing of such black lines is not prohibited in the recent instruc- 


pra of the Postmaster-General on the subject of the defacement of letter- 
stamps. 


49 The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 12th December is of opinion that the 


| ae . Hindu religious end ts in Ori ht to be 

Hindu reli 1g10us endowments in Orissa ought to 
Pe = aoe, Mt wpe ged placed under better and more efficient control by a 
egislative enactment on the subject. 


ny minds, and thus lay a sure foundation for — 
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. Referring to the proposed water-rate rules relating to the Orissa canals, 
sore tho Utkaldipika of the 8th December remarks that 
Pn agent mag relating © these rules are calculated to remuve a good deal of 
ae complaint, if their fair working is not frustrated 
by the subordinate officers of the Canal Revenue Department. The writer, 
however, suggests that an appeal should lie to the District Collector in the 
Revenue Department against the orders of the officers of the Public Works 
Department in matters of assessment of water-rate and other subjects connected 
therewith. | 


51. All the native papers of. Orissa approve of the order of the University of 


_ Calcutta, cancelling a regulation of theirs which re- 
Ria pay of the Devanagari qyired Sanskrit students in the schools and colleges 
of Bengal to write their Sanskrit. answers in the 


Devanagari character. 


52, Referring to the working of the provisions of the Agriculturists’ Loans 
Act, 1879, as shown in the last Annual Report of 
the Revenue Department, the U/tkaldipika of the 
8th December points out that a large number of 
petitions for loans submitted by yes agriculturists in the year under report 
was rejected because they could not furnish on security, and observes that 
this action on the part of Government is calculated to compel poor agriculturists 
to have recourse to other but more exacting creditors, from whose clutches it 
was the intention of the Act to save them. 


58. The Utkaldipika of the 15th December and the Uriya and Navasamvad 

The C NET a a of the 19th December are sorry to observe that the 
people of Orissa. SCS:~S*~*~*é<‘«é USC‘ Of Orissa do not take any interest in the 
proceedings of the Indian National Congress, and 

that their apathy towards all public movements is due in a great measure to 
their selfishness, The former exhorts the natives of Orissa to take more 
interest in the work of the Congress, while the latter doubts whether an insti- 


tution like the Congress is at all suited to the requirements of the people of 
India. 


54, Referring to the amendment of the Police Act, the Uicaldipka of the 

- 8th December points out that the amending provi- 

Amendment of the Folice Act. = siong will produce little good so long as the police 

is not thoroughly reformed, because the District Magistrate is not in a position 
to distinguish the guilty from the innocent without the aid of the police. 

— 65. The Utkaldipika 7 mad 15th ay ago eof? reforms intro- 

uced into the Cashmere Darbar is Excellenc 

rae ene Pane: the Viceroy and Governor-General of India. 7 

56. A correspondent of the same paper describes the mismanagement of 

the Raghunathji temple at Cuttack, and points out 

that public action is necessary to save the temple 


endowments from passing into the hands of credit- 
ors or being wasted or ruined in other ways. 


57. The Utkaldipika of the 22nd December brings a specific charge of 
neglect against the managers of the steamer Gonesh, 


Working of the Agriculturists’ 
Loans Act in Orissa. 


Mismanagement of a temple in 
Cuttack. 


A steamer complaint. 


pany, that plies between Cuttack and Chandbali, and observes that they should 


take more care of the deck passengers in future, as the largest part of their 
income is drawn from them. 


58. Referring to the Cotton Duties Act, 1894, the Utkaldipika of the 


29th December observes that the working of i 
Th | e sa £ O its 
cotten. ne uty on Indian Drovisions must retard the progress of the cotton 


industry in India, and that the Government of the — 


United Kingdom must come forward to solve the exchange difficulty without 
any more delay, and thereby save the Government of India from imminent 
bankruptcy. 

09. ‘The same paper has reason to believe that the Cuttack Town Police, 


The Cuttack Town Police. under the guidance of their able and energetic Sub- 


rg ed Babu Kanai Lal Ghosh, are doing prett 
well, and that the number of thefts has considerably decreased on sore Bs of 


belonging to the Indian Steam Navigation Com- 


te 


(6 ) g 
better control of the town admashes through the agency of the newly-created 
AssaM PAPERS. 


60. The Srihattavasi for the first fortnight of Paus has the following :— 
. ; “It is our lot. to-day to criticise in these 
os oe Foe Aig sae Baraad columns some, of the measures: of the Assam 
Service in Assam. Government. It has been our misfortune: many a 
time and oft to differ from them on questions affecting the public interest, and 
we.are afraid we have sometimes been a little. too severe, butif’ from a con- 


sciousness of public duty we have ever hit heard, we have been. sustained by 
the conviction that we are. dealing with a Government whose liberal and 
ympathetic views on matters political have opened a new era in the adminis- 
tration of the country. In, the last issue but one our contemporary of the 
Paridarasaka has hit hard upon the policy of the Assam.Government in keeping 
high officials in one and the same place, and that for a long term of years. 
We now in these columns intend to discuss the matter in full detail in all its 
bearings. The province of Assam we all know is divided into 11 districts, 
having subdivisions 25 in number, as detailed below :— | 
. Number of 
subdivisions, 
including district 
head-quarters. 


1. Assam Valley Districts... ee 6 12 
2. Surmah ditto sie bis 2 8 
3. Hill districts tae bis 3 5 
11 


Number of 
districts. 


Names of Divisions. 


Total pe 25 


The number of Extra Assistant Commissioners now in the permanent 
staff is 30 or thereabout. The number of stations requiring the services of 
the Extra Assistant Commissioners, is at least 15. This gives an average of two 
Extra Assistant Commissioners for each station. Thus it is that should an 
Extra Assistant Commissioner be allowed to remain in one station for three 
years, he would require 45 years to come back to the same station for the 
second time. 

But such recurrence cannot come to pass, inasmuch as it hardly falls to 
the lot of 8 | officer to serve Government so long. But the Assam Govern- 
ment, instead of acting up to the wholesome rule of not keeping an official 
in one and the same place for more than three years, has left the beaten path 
so long followed up with satisfactory results by the wise and benevolent rulers 
of Bengal, and has pursued altogether a different course of action. This 
departure from the original system has been the cause of many irregularities 
and miscarriages of justice,as have already been noticed by us in our previous 
issues. ‘l'here are many officers to our knowledge who since their enlistment 
in the Provincial service have remained rooted to the same district for years 
together. ‘T’his practice may give rise toa feeling of discontent among the 
officials, some of whom, born under an unlucky star as they were, are doomed 
as it were to life-long travel in the shape of transfer from one end of the 
province to the other through places where nature sportsin primeval rudeness— 
‘places from whence the rigorous climate, the howling forest and the pre- 
cipitous hills banish the tenants and spread extensive desolation—places a 
the inhuman, monster-like savage hill tribes wander for a precarious subsis- 
tence with a heart that never feels pity;’ while their brother officers like 
migratory birds are enjoying summer all the year round and satisfying their 
hunger with all the dainties of a rich table in a healthy climate surrounded 
by friends and relations. This piece of policy is, in our humble opinion, simply 
partial, unjust and injudicious. It goes a long way to destroy the sprightliness 
and jovial temper of an energetic and able officer, and thus hampers in a great 
measure the interests of the Government and the people. These and man 
other irregularities which we shall deal with in our next issue have reflected 
great discredit on the good ‘name and justice of the Government. What 
_ Justification can there be in favour of these irregularities we are at a loss to 
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make out. The only justification that can be brought forward is this, that 
Assam being a province much smaller than Bengal, the places of active opera- 
tion here are also few and far between, and consequently the officers as a matter 
of course must crowd into some fixed places of operation fora couple of years, 
But a closer examination of our aforesaid statement will bring home to our 
readers that this justification cannot at all maintain its ground. We shall now 
show what advantages will accrue to the Government if transfers are made in 
every three years. If itis admitted that travel to oyey countries moulds 
the character, temper and habits of a person, and adds to his knowledge, it is 
a admitted that frequent transfer of an officer also stores his mind with 
varied knowledge of diverse places and their people, so much so that at the time 
of any emergency the Government can find near at hand dozens of thoroughly 
expert and experienced officers perfectly acquainted with every creek and 
corner of the province and its Ferroenditinn. Frequent transfers have also 
another advantage. Officers during their long stay in one and the same place 
very often contract selfish motives, and it is quite within the range of possibility 
that they even find ample opportunities to serve their own ends; but the system 
of frequent transfer strikes atthe root of all these selfish considerations, and 
helps greatly the free dispensation of justice. We shall now draw the attention 
of our readers to another measure of the Government. It is a known fact 
that the officers after their enlistment in the provincial service are required to 
undergo an examination in the Assamese language. What does this examina- 
tion mean? Does it not mean that the officers thus examined should qualify 
themselves to serve in any part of the province wherever their lot may be cast? 
But the present system of the distribution of the officers has made this examina- 
tion a mere farce. 

We conclude with expressing our hopes that our wise Government, after 
carefully weighing our views on the subject will be. graciously pleased to pass 
such orders as justice and the interests of the provinge demand.” 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengals Translator. 
Bencati TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 19th January 1895, 
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